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in Bosnia, I think that’s a pretty good indica-
tion of the kind of things we’ll have to do
in the 21st century. Basically, what are the
great questions of the 21st century? Will this
explosion of markets and the movement of
people around the world and the movement
of ideas and the movement of technology,
will it lead to greater prosperity for all or
just for a few? Will it lead to a stronger sense
of global community, or will it lead to more
chaos?

If you know what the answer is that you
want, then it makes it easier to decide that
you ought to do what we did together in
Bosnia, just for example.

No one can chart the future with exac-
titude, but I think the fact that we have the
same orientation and the same—where try-
ing to build the same future for our children
increases the chances that together we’ll be
able to make a difference.

NOTE: The President spoke at 12:01 p.m. in the
Oval Office at the White House. In his remarks,
he referred to President Saddam Hussein of Iraq;
President Boris Yeltsin of Russia; and President
Jacques Chirac of France. The President also re-
ferred to Executive Order 11905, United States
Foreign Intelligence Activities, signed by Presi-
dent Gerald Ford on February 18, 1976, which
was superseded by Executive Order 12036, signed
by President Jimmy Carter on January 24, 1978.
A tape was not available for verification of the
content of these remarks.

Remarks at Montgomery Blair High
School in Silver Spring, Maryland
February 5, 1998

The President. Thank you. Let’s give the
band a hand. Are they good or what? [Ap-
plause] Thank you. Thank you very much.

First of all. I want to thank Elizabeth for
her introduction, and Nikole for her intro-
duction of Prime Minister Blair. Weren’t you
proud of your fellow students today? [Ap-
plause] They were great.

Governor, Senator, Members of Congress,
Nancy, all the faculty and administration staff
here at Montgomery Blair High School, we
are very glad to be here. I want to paraphrase
something President Kennedy said when he

and his wife went to Paris: I now will go down
in history as the man who accompanied Tony
Blair to Montgomery Blair High School.

I want all of you to know that in years
to come you will be very glad you were here
for many reasons. But one of them is that
Hillary and I are convinced, based on our
friendship with Prime Minister Blair and his
wonderful wife, Cherie, that they are going
to make truly historic contributions to the
world of the 21st century, and you are a part
of that because you invited him here today,
and I thank you for that.

I want to just say a couple of things very
briefly about this whole issue of education.
You know that we just were in your computer
room and we were E-mailing students in
England. And I was thinking about how the
first time I went to England, 30 years ago
this year, I went on a ship and it took me
6 days. Now, people can look at me over a
computer, and we can communicate in a
matter of seconds.

One of the biggest questions we have to
face as a people, and one of the great ques-
tions they’re facing in Great Britain, is
whether or not this new technology-driven,
information-driven, scientifically exploding
world all of you will live in will work to the
benefit of all of our people without regard
to their racial, their ethnic, their religious
background, their income, or will it just ben-
efit even more people who are privileged by
birth to have a high income and then can
get a good education? I am committed to
making sure that every single American child
is a part of the 21st century revolution.

And I just want to say that the first thing
that I tried to do was to open the doors of
college to everyone who would work for it.
And I believe I can look at every one of you
today and say, because of the HOPE scholar-
ship, a $1,500 tax credit for the first 2 years
of college, because of the lifetime learning
credit, because of more Pell grants and more
work study positions and more national serv-
ice positions and better student loans with
better repayment terms—if you will work for
it, you can go to college in American today.
You can do it, and that’s important.

And now what we have to do in our coun-
try——

Audience member. We love you!
The President. Thank you.
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What we’ve got to do is to make sure that
every American has access to the best ele-
mentary and secondary education in the
world. And in order to do that, we have to
do a lot of things. If you saw the State of
the Union the other night, I talked about it.
I want to lower class sizes in the first three
grades to 18. I want to help build new class-
rooms or remodel them in 5,000 schools so
we can deal with the problems of overcrowd-
ing. I want to help to lift standards in the
poorest school districts in America. And I
want to make sure we hook up every class-
room and library in every school in America
to the Internet by the year 2000.

There are two things I want to say about
this, and one of them you know I’m accurate
about. The first thing is, it’s one thing to say
we can hook up the schools and the class-
rooms and another thing for the schools to
be able to afford it. So the Federal Commu-
nications Commission—and we have some
members here from the FCC—have given
a $2 billion education discount to the schools
of America so all our schools can afford to
be on the Internet by the year 2000.

And the second thing I want to say is that
a lot of school teachers are like the President;
they’re sort of technologically challenged.
[Laughter] And there are a lot of classes in
America where the kids know a whole lot
more about the Internet than their teachers
do, right?

So now we can laugh about it and have
a lot of fun, but if our objective is to make
sure that every single child can tap the full
potential of the information age, then every
single teacher must be in a position to know
all he or she needs to know. So we are also
investing to make sure that from now on,
every newly certified teacher will be trained
to know at least as much, if not more, about
those computers and the Internet and com-
munications as the students in the classroom.
That is important.

I want to make this last point. Prime Min-
ister Blair complimented you on your school
spirit, and we loved it when you cheered
when we came in, all of you, and we thank
you. But look around this room, look around,
look at each other. This is a picture of Amer-
ica in the 21st century. People from all back-
grounds, all walks of life, all—[applause]—

and what you have to believe with all your
heart and soul is that if you get an education,
you can live out your dreams. And if all of
you get an education, we can prove that
America can accommodate all this diversity
and grow stronger by the values we have in
common; that we will only grow stronger and
more prosperous and give more opportuni-
ties to more people to live out their dreams
if we can give everybody a good education
and then we prove that we can get along,
across the lines that divide us, as one Amer-
ica. That’s the America I want you to help
me build for the new century.

Thank you, and God bless you all. Thank
you.

NOTE: The President spoke at 3:50 p.m. in the
gymnasium. In his remarks, he referred to Eliza-
beth O’Brien, student, and Nikole Sara Bender,
vice president, student government, Montgomery
Blair High School; Gov. Parris N. Glendening of
Maryland; Senator Barbara A. Mikulski; and
Nancy King, president, Montgomery County
board of education. The transcript made available
by the Office of the Press Secretary also included
the remarks of Prime Minister Blair.

Statement on Child Care Legislation
February 5, 1998

Earlier this week, I submitted my budget
proposal to Congress. I am proud that this
budget—the first balanced budget in a gen-
eration—includes an ambitious initiative to
make child care better, safer, and more af-
fordable. Yesterday we moved closer to
achieving meaningful child care legislation
because of an important step taken by Sen-
ator Chris Dodd and many of his Democratic
colleagues in the Senate. Senator Dodd has
introduced a comprehensive child care pack-
age that, like mine, significantly increases
child care subsidies for poor children, pro-
vides greater tax relief to help low- and mid-
dle-income families pay for child care, cre-
ates a tax credit for businesses that provide
child care for their employees, increases
after-school opportunities for children, pro-
motes early learning, and improves child care
quality.

In putting forward this proposal, Senator
Dodd and his cosponsors have built on their
longstanding commitment to improving child
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